Courteous Readers, 

Y Our kind and charitable Afliftancelaft Year, in 
purchafmg fo large an Impreflion of my Alma- 
nacks, has made my Circumftances much more ea- 
fy in the World, and requires my grateful Acknow- ; 
ledgment. My Wife has been enabled to get a 
Pot of her own, and is no longer oblig'd to bor- 
row one from a Neighbour ; nor have we ever fmee 
been without fomethitig of our own to put in it. 
She has alio got a pair of Shoes, two new Shifts, 
and a new warm Petticoat ; and for my part, I 
have bought a fecond hand Coat, fo good, that I 
am now not afliam'd to go to Town or be feen there. 
Thefe Things have render'd her Temper fo much 
more pacifick than it us’d to be, that I may fay, I 
have fie pt more, and more quietly within this laft 
Year, than in the three foregoing Years put toge- 
ther. Accept my hearty Thanks therefor, and my 
fincere Willies for your Health and Profperity. 

In the Preface to my laft Almanack, I foretold the 
Death of my dear old Friend and Fellow-Student, 
the learned and ingenious Mr. tfitan Leeds, which 
was to be on the 17th of OBober , 1733, 3 h. 29 m. 
P. M. at the very Inftant of the 6 of ® and 5 . By 
his own Calculation he was to furvive till the ?tfrh 
of the fame Month, and expire in the Time of the 
. Eclipfe, near 1 1 a clock, Jl. M. At which of thefe 
Times he died, or whether he be really yet dead, 
I cannot at this prefent Writing pofitively affure my 
: Readers; forafmuch as a Diforder in my own Fa- 
mily demanded my Prefence, and would not per- 
mit me as I had intended, to be with him in his laft 
Moments, to receive his laft Embrace, to clofe his 
Eyes, and do the Duty of a Friend in perform- 
* ing the laft Offices to the Departed. Therefore it 
• is that I cannot pofitively affirm whether he be dead 
, or not ; for the Stars only fliow to the Skilful, what 
1 will happen in the natural and univerfal Chain of 
Caufes and EtFe£b ; but 'tis well known, that the 
; Events which would otberwife certainly happen at 
certain Times in the Courfe of Nature, are fome- 
* .times 


times fet afide or poftpon’d for wife and good Rea" l 
foils, by the immediate particular Difpofitions o* 
Providence ; which particular Difpofitions the Stars 
can by no Means difcover or forefhow. There is 
however, (and I cannot fpeak it without Sorrow; 
there is rhe ftrongeft probability that my dear F riend . 
is no more ; for there appears in his Name, as I am I 
allured, an Almanack for the Year 17 34 > in which j 
( \ 1 am treated in a very grofs and unhandfome Manner; 
in which I am called a falfe PredtBer , av Ignorant, I 
a conceited ScribJer, a Fool, and a Lyar. Mr. Leeds was | 
too well bred to ufe any Man fo indecently and To I 
fcurriloufly, and moreover his Efteem and Aftedi- j 
on for me was extraordinary : So that it is to be tea- J 
red, that Pamphlet may be only a Contrivance of 
fomebody or other, who hopes perhaps to feil two 1 
or three Year’s Almanacks ftill, by the foie Force 
and Virtue of Mr. Leeds s Name ; butjcertainly, to 
put Words into the Mouth of a Gentlemafi and a 
Man of Letters, againft his Friend, which the I 
meaneft and moft fcandalous of the People might 
he alham’d to utter even in a drunken Quarrel, is 
an unpardonable Injury to his Memory, and an Im- I 
pofition upon the Pubiick. J 

Mr. Leeds was not only profoundly skilful in the I 
ufeful Science he profeffd, but he was a Man oi j 
exemplary Sobriety, a moft fincere F.ietid, and an exact j 
Performer of his ILord. .Thefe valuaole Qualinca- 1 
tions, with many others, fo much endear d him to J 
me, that although it fhould be fo, that, contrary to 
all Probability, contrary to my Prediaion and his 
own, he might poftibly be yet alive, yet my Lofs 
of Honour as a Prognofticator, cannot afford me fo 
much Mortification, as his Life, Health and Sa.ei) 
would give me Joy and Satisfaaion. I am, 
Courteous and kind Reader, 

2 our peor Friend and Servant, 

Oaob.30.1733. S JUNDERS. 


V ENUS is our Evening Star till March 23. thence 
our Morning Star to the Years End. 


